96	SPIRIT   AND   LIFE
what' indisputable authority it rules his life. Generally,
-however, consciousness is too engrossed with the attainment
of some beckoning goal ahead ever to take account of the
nature of the spirit that determines its course.
From the psychological view-point, the phenomenon of
the spirit, like every autonomous complex, appears as a
purpose of the unconscious, superior to, or at least on an
equality with the ego-consciousness. If we are to do justice,
to the nature of the thing we call spirit, we must speak of a
wider consciousness rather than of the unconscious; because
the concept of spirit is such, that we are bound to connect
with it the idea of superiority over the ego-consciousness.
Superiority is not allotted to spirit by a process of
conscious meditation, rather it clings to it as an essential
quality of its appearance. This is evident in the chronicles
of every age, from the Holy Scriptures down to Nietzsche's
Zarathustra. The spirit appears psychologically as a personal
being, sometimes with a visionary clarity. In Christian
dogma, it is even the third person of the Trinity. These facts
show that spirit is not always merely a maxim or an idea that
cau be formulated, but in its strongest and most immediate
manifestations reveals a peculiar, independent life of its own
which is felt as a being apart. As long as a spirit can be
named or formulated as an intelligible principle or a dear
idea, it certainly will not.be felt as an independent being.
But when the idea or principle involved is inscrutable, when
its purposes axe obscure as to origin and goal, and yet enforce
themselves—then the spirit is necessarily felt as an inde-
pendent being, as a kind of higher consciousness, and its
inscrutable, superior nature can no longer be expressed in
the concepts of human reason. Our powers of expression then
seek other means: a symbol is created. By a symbol I do
not mean an allegory or a mere sign, but rather an image that
characterizes in the best possible way the dimly discerned
nature of the spirit. A symbol does not define nor explain,
but points beyond itself to a meaning darkly divined, belonging

